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C50JUL55  halstsad  urbam  district  council. 

! C R.  51 

REPORT?  of  the  medical  officer  of  health. 


J.S.  RAMSON,  M.R.C.S.  L.R.C.P.  D.P.H. 

FOR  THE  TEAR  1954. 

mm*,  t1! 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halstead  Urban  District  - 

Council . _ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  on  the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  District 
shows  that  the  year  1954  was  one  of  good  health. 


There  has  been  no  noteworthy  outbreak  of  disease  and  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  has  been  exceptionally  low. 


Housing  remains  the  chief  problem. 

The  Housing  (Rents  and  Repair)  Act, 1954  imposes  upon  the  Council 
the  necessity  of  preparing  a scheme  for  dealing  with  the  worst  of 
their  house  property.  Such  a scheme  will  undoubtedly  mean  the 
declaring  of  several  areas  in  the  district  as  Clearance  Areas. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  will  entail  a considerable  amount 
of  work,  necessitating  a survey  of  the  houses  and  furthermore 
continuing  their  periodic  inspection  for  defects,  it  was  decided  to 
split  the  combined  appointment  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  to  appoint  a Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  J.W.  Barker  was  appointed 
and  took  up  his  duties  on  the  25th  October. 


Any  scheme  of 
that  tenants  must 
pe  rmi  1 1 e d numb e r , 
re-housing;  and  it 


clearance  including  demolition  of  houses  means 
be  re-housed,  most  probably  in  Council  Houses.  The 
50  to  be  built  in  1955  shows  little  scope  for  such 
seems  that  this  must  be  increased  to  permit  clearance 


areas  to  be  dealt  with. 


The  number  of  sub-standard  houses  is  high  and  not  all  of 


are  suitable  for  reconstruction.  It  i; 


might  bi 


such  property  and  renovate  them 


J J,bo 

for 


ecs ted  that 


them 

ouncil 


a 


limited  period  of 


future  use.  Seeing  tliat  property  of  this  kind  is  of  very  doubtful 
value  to  the  owners  it  appears,  that  although  such  action  is  not 

altogether  desirable,  most  probably  the  Council  will  have  to  adopt  it 
in  order  to  carry  out  any  programme  ox  improvement. 

In  the  meantime  many  small  houses  of  sound  construction  but 
without  such  amenities  as  bathrooms  and  hot  water  systems  will  remain 


As  these  are.  houses  that  can  be  let  at  low  rents  they  will 
continue  to  be  of  very  definite  value  provided  that  they  are  in  a 
sound  state  of  repair  and  maintained  so  by  periodic  inspection. 


My  thanks 
Staff  for  the 


arc  again  due  to  all  members 
k/indness  and  consideration  the 


of  the  Council 
t I invariably 


and  their 
receive . 


I have  the  honour  to  be 
Y our  sincere  s e r v an t , 


J.S.  Ranson 
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SECTION  A - STATISTICS  c:  SOCIAL  CQIDIT'IOro  0. 

Area  in  acres  

Popul s t i on  (Registr ar  Gen e r al ' s e s t ina t e) 


IS  AREA. 


,1232 

6330 


Lumber  03?  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 


Rate  Boohs  (And  of  1953) 2,265 

Rateable  Value  £33 , 331. 


Burn  represented  by  a penny  rate. £126.  18.  Id. 


EICTRAC.A3  .FRGh  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births.  Total  Hale  Female. 

Legitimate  85  40  45 

Illegitimate  2 2 0 

3 till  births.  1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 12.1. 

Birth  rate  ( corrected  by  comparability  figure)  1.11....  13.  43. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  (England  and  Wales) 15.2. 


otill  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births . .11.3. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 
England  and  ‘Vales) 24.0. 


Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 15.2, 

■ Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 99 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population 15.6. 

Death  rate  (corrected  by  comuar ability  figure 

of  0.75)  . 11.7. 

Death  Rate  (England  and  ‘./ales),....., 11.3 

Death  Rate  03?  infants  per  1,000  live  births 91.6. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 94.  1. 

Deaths  of  il legitim a t c i n f an t s p e r 1 , 000 

illcgi tima tc  live  births  ............................  0 

Deaths  fro-  Cancer  (all  ages) 17. 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 0 

Deaths  from  Measles  ( nil  ages), 0 
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aths^aj:  Varipus  a 

Ob.  J?urin£y  195.4 . 

( register  cd, 

...  0 nd  tran of  erred) 
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OUp  . 

0 yunbe.r_._o: 

Under 

one  ye 

C\T  • 

7. 

1 

and 

under 

2 years 

0. 

2 

and 

under 

5 years 

0. 

5 

end 

under 

15  years. 

0. 

15 

and 

under 

25  years. 

0. 

25 

and 

under 

35  years 

1. 

35 

and 

un  d e r 

45  years. 

0. 

45 

and 

un  d c r 

55  years . 

5. 

55 

and 

under 

65  years. 

10. 

65 

and 

under 

75  years. 

26. 

75 

and 

up  war 

r- 
U O 

48, 

Tot  al 


97 


C augres__of  Death . 


Registrar  General  ’ s Figure 


Gaiise^. 


ole . 


Female 


j.1  ojj si . 


1. . 

0 vphi litic  Disea s e . 

1 

— 

2. 

Diphtheria. 

0 

0 

3. 

Cancer. 

7 

10 

4. 

Vascular  lesions  of 

3 

13 

5. 

n erv ous  s y s t em . 
Coronary  disease 

7. 

13. 

6 . 

Heart  disease 

5. 

1. 

7. 

Other  circulatory  diseas 

1. 

1. 

8. 

Pneumonia. 

5 . 

2 

9. 

Bronchitis . 

•7 

3. 

1. 

10. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

1. 

0. 

11. 

Congenital  inal  forma ti ons . 

1. 

0. 

12. 

Other  defined  and  ill- 
defined  diseases. 

8 . 

9. 

13. 

1 • 0 1 0 r Ve h icle  acci d c n t s . 

1. 

0. 

14. 

All  other  accidents. 

3. 

2. 

15. 

Suicide . 

1. 

1 

0 

17. 

16 


20. 

6. 

2. 

7 

i • 

), 

• 

1. 

1. 


17. 

1. 

5. 

l. 


46.  53. 

SUCTION  B.  He  a 1 1 h _ _ 3e  rv  ic  cs  o f__  the  _ Ar  es  . 

A . Public  He  al th  Office  r s . 

1.  J.S.  Hanson  Li.R.C.S.  L.H.C.P.  D.P.II. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  S.r.  Pycrof  t , M.I.H.C.H.  .3.1.  A.  A. H. I .3.3. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  24th  October , 1954. 

. J.W. 
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Barker j Sanitary  Inspector  from  25th  October, 1954 


' 


■ 

. 

* 

i 

, . „ 

' 

- • 

' 

* 

’ 

* 

; . 


■ 


I 


B*  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services 
during  this  j^ear. 

1.  Laboratory  Services. 

2.  Ambulance  Services. 

3.  Fur sing  in  the  home. 

4.  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. 

5.  Hospital. 

SECTION  Cx-  PREVALENCE  ATP  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AFP  OTHER 
DISEASE. 

Cases  of  .inf.ec.ti ous  disease , n oti fied  duri ngg  the  year. 


Disease . 


Total  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

notified . to  Hospital . Deaths,. 


Infectious  Jaundice.  0 
Measles.  1 
Who op i n g C ough  2 6 
Erysipelas.  0 
Cerebro  - spinal.  0 
meningitis 

Pneumonia.  0 


27 


Tuberculosis  - Cases  Notified. 

Adults . Pulmon ary . LI al e . 

Female . Female . 

Non-Pulmonary  Nil. 


2.  Children  Pulmonary  Male  0 
1.  Female C 

Non -Pulmon ary  nil. 


Tuberculosis  deaths  nil. 


July,  1955. 


Health  Department, 
Red  House, 

Halstead , 
Essex. 


. 
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Health  Department, 


Red  House, 
Halstead5 1 


July,  1955. 


Dssex . 


Hr.  Chairman, 


Madam 


and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  present  an  annual  report  on  the  Y/ork  of 
department  for  the  year  1955-,  the  major  part  of  which 
out  by  Mr.  8.1".  Pycroft  holding  joint  appointment  and 
Surveyor  to  the  Council.  My  portion  is  rather  small 
took  up  duty  on  the  25th  October , 1954 . 


the 

was  carried 
is  now 
as  I only 


In  spite  of  having  Served  the  Council  for  so  short  a time 
I have  acquainted  myself  with  certain  items  needing  attention 
and  must  therefore,  mention  them  in  this  report. 


Your  obedient  sc r v an t , 


1 . HOUSING. 

After  making  the  usual  routine  journeys  round  the  town  I 
can  only  repeat  the  words  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
"Housing  remains  the  chief  problem" . A survey  of  reports 
prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  my  predecessor  show  that 
approximately  5-00  houses  must  be  dealt  v/ith  for  demolition. 

The  chief  problem  with  these  houses  apart  from  general  sanitary 
defects  appear  to  be  low  height  of  ceilings,  some  form  of 
subsidence  which  may  or  may  not  be  due  to  bad  construction  in  the 
first  instance  and  what  appears  to  be  ?/idc  spread  war  damage. 

The  major  part  of  the  latter  appears  never  to  have  been  rectified. 

It  might  be  possible  for  some  of  the  aforementioned  houses 
to  be  renovated  by  owners  or  owner-occupiers  and  improving  b2/ 
grants  under  The  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act ,1954,  if  this  latter 
course  is  encouraged  and  owners  make  use  of  it,  a considerable 
saving  will  be  made  in  loan  charges  and  rate  contributions  for 
new  houses. 


\7ith  regard  to  the  purchasing  of  property  by  the  local 
Authority  for  renovations  for  a limited  period,  it  would  ■ 
appear  that  the  number  of  houses  which  could  be  used  for  this 
purpose  is  only  a very,  very  small  percentage  of  the  afore 
mentioned  40 G. 

irqpscTior  or  puddling  nousua  during. phs  ydar. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  House 

73. 

206. 


52. 
112  . 


2. 


defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  under  sub-heading  (l)' 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Consolidated  and  Regulations  1925,1932. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 


1 


4 


. Number  of  dwelling  houses  (inclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  , ,,.60. 

2 . HLnLbY  OP  DjF'LCTS  DURING  THU  YjAR  V/I TROUT  diilVIGS  OF  FORI "AL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 


consequence  of  informal  action. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 


• . • • 4 "7  » 


A - Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices:- 


R 

t • • J • 


b 


my  owners. 

By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 


c • • 

• • • 


B - Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

a)  By  owners.  .... 

;b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners , „ , , , 

0 - Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  I3  of  the  Housing  Act,! 936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made,  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders.  .... 


0. 


(3)  Number  of  written  undertakings  accepted. 

D.™  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  -were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. 


0, 

2. 


• • ♦ • 


0. 


0. 


B - Proceedings  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936:- 
(l)  Number  of  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  demolished ... .0 . 
P - Proceedings  under  Housing  Act, 1949:- 

....  0 « 

i 

• • • • 0 • 


1)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3 (l) 

2)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  Closing  Ord< 
substituted  under  Section  3 (2) 


0-  Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (miscellaneous  Provisions) 

, Act, 1953. 

(1)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (l)  ....0, 

4*  QNer grpy/d. in g - Part  IV Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  he t ion  was  taken  under  this  part  during  the  year. 


2 - 


00  o o en 


1 ( 


. 


■ 


NBV'/  hLGflol^liOM. 


Tho  following  nets , which  of feet  the  duties  oi  the  Council 
were  pas eel  in  19 54a- 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1994. 

•Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1954. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act. 1954. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  act ,1954. 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 1954. 


31a T I TARY  INSPjjCTION  Off 


TAD  DISTRICT 


Inspections  and  re-inspections : - 
3 1 augh t e rhous c s 
Food  preparing  premises 
Food  Shops . 

Shops . 

H awhc  r s Vehicles. 

Food  Storage. 

Hi lk  and  Dairy  Regulations. 
Licensed  Premises. 

Defective  Dust  Bins. 

Pest  Control 
Fac t or i e s ^ Powe r) 

Factories 


Non-Power) 


Places  of  Public  Sntert airmen 
Keeping  of  Animals. 

C oun  oil  Own c d houses. 

Nuisance jl Detected  and  No t i c c s Served 


Coo 
uuu  . 


67. 

41. 

52. 

19. 

11. 

13. 

5 . 
22. 
15. 
151. 
21. 
7. 
5. 
1. 
113. 


Nui s an ccs  D c t c c t c c] . 


Nu i s can c e s Ab a ted  . 


Informal  Notices  Served. 
Informal  Notices  Complied  with 


91. 

76. 
104 . 
35 . 


Pest  Control., 


The  following  arc  details  of  action  uim 
Prevention  of  Pest  Act, 1949 •- 


aken  under  the 


of  Property. 


N o n -A gr i cul tur  a 1 


I. 


Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
District (Notes  1 & 2) 


i 1.  2. 

[Local  Ejweliin 
‘Authority 


3. 

All  other 
n ons e s , ( in c lud in  £ 
line  Council  Business  12  &3 


4. 


5. 

Agric- 


of  Cols  [ultural. 


11. 


ll . Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a result  of:- 


(o 

No 


(o) 


Notification . 

Survey  under  the 

aC  C . 

0 the rwi sc  ( c . g . wh c n 
visited  primarily 
for  some  other  purpose) 


11. 


IV. 


lumber  of  properties  inspected 


(in  Sect. II ) whi eh  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a) -  Rats  (major  7 

( Minor  8 

(b)  Nice  (Major. 

(Minor . 


qses ) __ 

098 

..AXGIUUUIV 

335 | 

224+4  I 

17  

39 

o 

O 

mi 

1 

1 

1 

49. 

— 1 

r r 

DO  _ _ 

10 

9C3 

140 

™ 

1043 

7. 

7 

g 

i 

i 

i 

1 

} 

i 

i 

35 

48 

1 

1 

1 

* 

t 

i 

1 

i 1 

i 

i 

To t al  tree  teen t s carried 
VT  in eroding  re- treatments 
(To  be  completed  only  if 
are  readily  available) . 

X.  teim.be r of  "Block”  Control 

schemes  carried  out.  3* 


FACTORIES . 

Par tJE  of  the  A cjte 


out 


figures  13. 


13. 


Premises . 

(1) 

Lumber 

on 

Register . 
( 3),_  j 

i 

Number  of  iC 
I n sp e c t i on  s If ritt eh 
(4)  iNotices  ; 

!(5.) i 

) couplers 
nr  o scented 
(6) 

1.  factories  in  which 
s e c t i on  s ? 1 v 2 s 3 > 4 a n d 

6 arc  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  i m t ho  r i fcj.es. 

14, 

1 

| 

-tel 

1 

3-  j 

- 

11.  factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
.uoc  al  au  olioi  i cy . 

43. 

21. 

Id  . 

- 

111. Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authori ty  ( excl . out-workers 
premises . 

” 

- 

! 

1 

i 

i 

! 

I 

I 

1 

! 

| 

1 

i 

i 

i 

2.  CASES  IP  \ JUICE  li 


Tun.’  jju 


•teS  i/liRB  POU:TD . 


Particulars „ 

1. 


Number  of 
Pound . 


'./ant  of  cleanliness ( Cl) 
Overcrowding,  (32) 

Un r e a s on  ab  1 e teperatere 
Inadequate  ven  ixhtrri  ( 34) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (s6) 

3 ani  t ary  C on v en i en c ee  (37) 

a)  In suf f i c I cn t . 

b ) Un sui t abl eor 
def  c-c  tivc . 

(c)  Pot  separate 
for  sexes. 


cas es_  in,  which  „ defects,, 
i Rene  died.'  -°  -a  • ; - ■*  Py  -• 


were 

' M 


found . 
number  o— 
cgses  in  tech  I 


1 


Tnspcrto  r'lnsnee tcO*  ' . ,P'f 
i i r - , prOSSCd  uSjju 

! 3*  i :WOE  instiillfep 


INSPECTION 


TD  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD.. 


Meat  .Inspe c t ion s . _ 

Two  private  Slaughter  .douses  were  licensed  during  tlT~  year  suo  unc 
following  carcasses  were  inspected 


71.  Ox. 


107.  Sheep. 


183.  Pigs . 


4 


P H' 


Food  s tuffs  Q on d emr.ie d . 


Ox  Livers  1251bs, 

Horn e II i 11  e d I : e a t . 44  lbs . 

Horae  Hilled  Offal.  35  lbs, 

66.  tins  of  Fruit, vegetables  and  meat. 
18, lbs  of  Cheese. 


S 1 aught cr  of  Animals* 

Hufber  of  Licensed  -laughter  men:-  9. 

Game  Dealers .4.  Persons  were  licensed  to  deal  in  game  during 
the  year. 


Hi  Ik. 

Humber  of  registered  distributors: 


5 4 

4. to  use  special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested" 
4 .to  use  special  designation  "Pasteurised” 

4 .to  use  special  designation  "Sterilised". 


bup nl emen t ar y License s 


ice— Cream. 


1 .to  use  special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested" 
l.to  use  special  designation  "Pasteurised" 
l.to  use  special  designation  "Sterilised" 


Premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  Ice-cream:-  1. 
Premises  registered  for  sale  of  Ice-cream;-  20. 


.bakehouses . 

Humber  of  bakehouses:-  8. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  much  improvement  work  to  be  carried 
out  to  the  bakehouses  by  way  of  reconstruction,  remodelling, 
re-decoration  and  observance  ''of  cleanliness-  by 'persons  employed  ^both 
' n regard  to  the  rooms  and  all  articles,  apparatus  and  utensils  dicri 
nd  in  regard  to  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

Other  Food  Premises. 


There  arc  8.  premises  in  the  District  used  for  the  manufacture  or 
preparation  of  sausages,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  food  and  fish- 
frying,  none  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

I regret  to  say  that  all  but  one  of  these  premises  and  in  dire 
need  of  a complete  overhaul  in  regard  to  construction,  re 'air, 
decora  ion  and  want  of  cleansing. 

In  one  instance  food  is  being  prepared  in  a derelict  structure 
in  a yard  at  the  rear  of  a shop  and  is  more  or  less  open  to  the  elements 
and  in  another  instance  a potatoe  cleaning  machine  is  housed  in  a 
back  yard , 

Licensed  Premises.  Cafes  and  Restaurants., 

There  arc  23  licensed  premises  (Hotels  and  Public  Houses)  in  the 
District,  one  unlicensed  hotel,  4.  cafes.  Some  inspections  were 
carried  out,  some  of  the  licensed  promises  require  improvements  to 
the  fan it ary  Accommodation  the  provision  of  sinks  and  hot  and  cold  ^ 
water  services  and  improvements  to  kitchens  where  food  is  offered  for 
sale  and  in  some  casco  the  food  preparation  should  be  kept  separate 
from  domestic  kitchens  where  the  washing  of  clothes  c n take  place. 

Shops , 

There  arc  123  shops  in  the  District  67  of  which  are  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  food  for  sale. 

- 5 - 


V; 


\4> 


This  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority , and  is  taken  from 
two  Bore  Holes  at  the  Parsonage  Street  Pumping  Station  and  is 
transmitted  in  high  pressure  mains  to  the  water  tower  in  Colne 
.Road,  Capacity  84,000  galls  and  to  the  Booster  Station  near 
Mitchell  Avenue  taking  approximately 40, OOOgalls  and  is  transmitted 
in  high  pressure  mains  to  the  newly  developed  part  of  the  town 
consisting  chiefly  of  the  Council's  Parkfield  Estate.  . ample s 

of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  County  Council's  Health 
Officer  and  all  showing  that  the  water  was  pure  and  wholesome. 


